THE MIDDLE YEARS
castle at Pruhonice I visited him there and met
Count Sylva Taroucca, whom I had known in
Parliament; and at his house I met the German
Christian Socialist, Dr. Mayer.
During the 'nineties I began to come into prac-
tical contact with Socialism; I went about among
the labourers and lectured to them* When there
were strikes in Prague and in Kladno I arranged
courses of lectures, and lectured myself to the
strikers. I wanted to divert their thoughts so that
they would not have only hunger and poverty in
their heads. I suggested the foundations of a
"Workers' Academy" where the workmen and
those who wrote in their newspapers could get some
education in politics. During the campaign for
universal suffrage in 1905 I addressed a public
meeting at Senovazne Namesti,1 and when they
made their demonstration I walked with my wife
in their procession. Even before then I had been
accused of Socialism in speeches and articles, and
I was always caricatured wearing the Socialist
slouch hat. In those days the word "Socialist" was
like a red rag to a bull to the middle classes and
intellectuals. I accepted Socialism as far as it coin-
cided with my humanitarian programme; Marxism
I did not accept. My book The Social Question was
1 The old hay market in Prague, one of the largest squares, now
called Havlfckovo NAmfatf.
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